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3 GUJARAT
STARING AT DROUGHT

Govt braces for fodder crisis,
plans to buy from north India
Sugar factory owners ready to supply bagas but fear possible labour crisis
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, SURAT,
NOVEMBER 21

EARLY MIGRATION: Maldharis, a community of cattle-herders, from Kutch camp outside a
village, 60 km west of Ahmedabad. With Kutch facing severe shortage of fodder and water,
maldharis have been forced to migrate early with their cattle this year. Javed Raja

E

EXPLAINED

WITH GUJARAT staring at a
drought-like situation following
deficient monsoon this year,
leading to water scarcity in several parts of the state, the government is now grappling with
another challenge — shortage of
fodder for cattle. At a special
Cabinet meeting held in
Gandhinagar on Wednesday, the
government decided to send a
delegation to Punjab and
Haryana to explore possibilities
of purchasing wheat straws from
farmers there. The delegation,
led by Minister of State for Social
Welfare Vasan Ahir, will leave for
the two states on Thursday.
According to the government, 51 talukas, spread across
11 districts, that have been declared ‘scarcity-hit’ are facing
fodder shortage of nearly two
crore kg. Last week, the government had approached sugarcane
farmers to source their waste as
fodder for livestock in the
scarcity-hit areas. The sugarcane
waste is usually given to labourers who sell it to livestock owners for extra money.
“For the scarcity-hit areas,
arrangements are being made
for 7 crore kg fodder. So far,
arrangement has been made for
5 crore kg fodder,” Revenue
Minister Kaushik Patel said after
attending the special Cabinet
meeting, chaired by Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani.
The government also announced to give electricity connections on a priority basis to
farmers in regions with sufficient water, if they are ready to
grow fodder on their land.
According to sources, the
state has an estimated population of 2.3 crore cows and buffaloes, and 49 lakh goats.
Stating that “the government
has woken up to the scarcity issue quite early and preparations
to tackle the situation are on
since August, Minister Ahir said,
“Farmers in Punjab and Haryana
generally burn their wheat
straws. We can get it (fodder) at
Rs 5-6 per kg. So, I will be going
to Chandigarh tomorrow
(Thursday) along with senior
government officers to hold
meetings with government officials there, and to make sure that
a large quantity of wheat straws
can be brought to Kutch for cattle through train... Recently,
trains with fodder from Valsad
arrived in Kutch. However, we
have to go a long way, and there
will be a scarcity of fodder...”
Meanwhile, acting on a government letter, owners of 18
sugar factories in the state met
in Surat and decided to send the
data on sugarcane top and waste
(bagas), which is likely to be generated, to Director of Sugar along

Domino effect of a
deficient monsoon

●

THIS IS the second consecutive year ofwater scarcity in Gujarat.
While last year, it was triggered by a water shortfall in Narmada
river, the lifeline of Gujarat, this year it has been accentuated
by a deficient monsoon. Barring south and pockets in
Saurashstra, large parts ofGujarat received deficit rainfall, ranging between -30% and -75%. Despite the government moving
in swiftly by declaring 51 talukas, spread across 11 districts, as
“scarcity-hit” areas, and promising to spend Rs 6,500 crore in
relief measures, the existing drought-like situation even before the onset of winter should be a cause of worry for it, considering that summer is still four months away.
Fodder crisis seems to be the tip of the iceberg — rabi crop
sowing has already dropped by half (from 13 lakh hectares
last year to 7.8 lakh hectares this year), and water level in several dams across the state has dipped, with Narmada dam at
140.57 metre as on Wednesday.

with their approximate value.
“Chairman of all the sugar
factories sent their data to the
Director (of sugar). From our
Chalthan sugar factory, around
50 tonne of sugarcane top will be
available and over 100 metric
tonne of bagas can be supplied.
We have also put up the value of
sugarcane top at Rs 1,400 per
tonne and Rs 1,300 per tonne for
bagas. The produce of other
sugar factories differ on basis of
areas on which sugarcane crop
is cultivated, but the prices of
sugarcane top and bagas are between Rs 1,200-1,500 per tonne,
respectively,” Ketan Patel, vicechairman of Gujarat State Co-operative Sugar Federation, told The
Indian Express.
“We have also mentioned to
the director that the money
should be paid to sugar factories
so that they would be able to distribute it to the labourers. We
will also negotiate with the state
government officials on how to
supply fodder and who will bear
the transportation costs and

other expenses,” he said, adding
“there is enough fodder present
in south Gujarat to be supplied
to the scarcity-affected talukas”.
At the meeting, some of the
sugar factory owners also expressed concern that denying
sugarcane waste to labourers
could lead to operational problems as many would not report
for work.
“Labourers involved in cutting sugarcane in the fields work
on temporary wages, and usually they have the right to sell the
wastage to cattle owners and
pocket the money as additional
income. These labourers are
from tribal-dominated districts
like Valsad, Dangs, Tapi and from
neighbouring Maharashtra,”
Darshan Naik, director of Sayan
Co-operative Sugar factory in
Surat district, said.
Ketan Patel, however, assured them that money that
they would get from the government for providing sugarcane
waste would be distributed to
labourers.

Irrigation Dept asks Olpad
farmers to not grow paddy

GROUNDNUT

Don’t involve us
in procurement
process: Revenue
Farmers ask why no such circular for water intensive cane officials to Govt
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, NOVEMBER 21
THE IRRIGATION department
has issued circulars to sarpanchs
of 40 villages in Olpad taluka in
Surat district, urging them to not
sow paddy crops next year
(summer season) as it requires
huge quantity of water for its cultivation. The department has
asked the farmers to instead
grow some other crops that require less quantity of water.
The letter had been sent on
November 15 from the Rander
subdivision of irrigation department office to around 40 villages
in Olpad taluka, which grows
large quantity of paddy crops.
A copy of the circular, which
has been accessed by The Indian
Express, states that the water
level in Ukai dam in Tapi district
is less due to scanty rainfall in the
upper catchment areas of
Madhya
Pradesh
and
Maharashtra, and therefore
farmers were asked to grow
some other crops, instead of

Citing less water in
Ukai dam, farmers
were asked to grow
some other crops that
require less water
paddy crops, which require less
quantity of water.
The areas falling in Rander
sub-division in which water is
supplied through canals like
Bhandut minor, Barbodhan minor, Masma minor and Orma
minor canals, the cultivation of
paddy is done on a large scale.
Deputy Engineer of Surat
Irrigation Department E E
Deshmukh said, “We have dispatched circulars from Rander

subdivision. Quantity of water in
Ukai dam is less so farmers are
told not to sow paddy crops and
go ahead with other crops,
which require less quantity of
water.”
After receiving the circulars,
the sarpanchs of all the villages
approached Khedut Samaj,
Gujarat, president Jayesh Patel,
and put forward their issues.
Patel said: “The Ukai dam has
around 3,300 million cubic metres of water and it is sufficient
for the supply of drinking water
to Surat, its neighbouring talukas,
and also to the farmers of Surat,
Navsari and Valsad districts.
Sugarcane crops require more
water in comparison to paddy
crops. The paddy crop requires
water for around 100 days, while
sugarcane crop growers require
water for anywhere between 14
months and 17 months. So why
wasn’t such a circular sent to sugarcane growers?” He further
added, “We are opposing the directive and will demand the authorities to withdraw it and if not
done, we will hold protests.”

Ahmedabad: Revenue officials,
who have been asked to assist
the Civil Supplies Department in
procuring groundnut from farmers, on Wednesday urged the
government that they should
not be given the task as they had
no experience in it. They also told
the government that they were
already “overburdened”.
Currently, the Civil Supplies
Department procures groundnut
under the Centre’s price support
scheme. But recently, deputy
mamlatdars
of
Revenue
Department were asked to assist
the Civil Supplies officials in administrative part of the job.
“Deputy mamlatdar is an administrative officer. Revenue
Department employees do not
have any experience in the purchase ofgroundnuts and a deputy
mamlatdar cannot determine the
quality of groundnuts. This task
will put additional burden on the
already overburdened department wherein 40 per cent posts
are vacant,”Devesh Patel, president of Gujarat State Revenue
Employees Union, said. PTI

37 complaints
filed over
Narmada water
‘theft’: Govt
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 21
WITH FARMERS complaining of
Narmada water not reaching
them at the onset of Rabi season,
the state government on
Wednesday said that it has filed
police complaints at 37 places
where people damaged government property while trying to
draw water from the Narmada
canals illegally.
“Strong action has been initiated against persons who have
been trying to illegally draw water from the branch canals of the
Narmada network,” said deputy
Chief Minister Nitin Patel in a
statement issued on Wednesday.
The government claimed
that the persons against whom
the complaints have been filed
had damaged government property like the canals or gates of the
canal to draw water. This includes a case of water being
drawn from Dhangadhra branch
canal near Vegadvav village in
Morbi district and being released
into Khari river.
While the government
claimed that it began releasing
19,920 cusecs of water into 39
branch canals of the Narmada
network since November 12, the
release stated that the government is still “trying” to provide
water to six additional branch
canals with a length of 100 km.
Last week, The Indian Express
had reported that sowing of Rabi
crops dropped by nearly half this
year, and many farmers pointed
out lack of water in Narmada
canals for their decision to delay
the sowing.

DHARNAS FOR FARM LOAN WAIVER TODAY

State facing agri crisis due to
faulty policies of govt: Cong
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 21
THE CONGRESS will hold dharnas and demonstrations across
the state on Thursday seeking
writing offoffarmers’ loans in the
state, adequate MSP for groundnut, cotton and other agriculture
produce, adequate power supply,
fair compensation for loss of
crops due to drought and adequate arrangement for fodder for
cattle in drought-hit areas.
Party spokesperson Manish
Doshi said that the state was facing an agrarian crisis because of
faulty agricultural policies of the
state government. He said that
these policies had led farmers in
the state to commit suicide.
Doshi claimed that even the
report of the Union Agriculture
Ministry after two years of demonetisation had now confirmed
that ‘notebandi’ had adversely affected the farmers as they were
unable to buy seeds and fertilis-

“Demonetisation hit the
farmers as they were
unable to buy seeds and
fertilisers. Let PM
Narendra Modi tell the
nation who benefited
from notebandi”
ers after the currency notes of Rs
500 and Rs 1000 had been declared as illegal tender. “Let Prime
Minister Narendra Modi tell the
nation who benefited from notebandi,” Doshi asked.
He claimed that more than
99 per cent of farmers depended
on cash for buying seeds and
other inputs as almost all of
them lacked digital literacy.
Moreover, he said, traders in rural areas do not have facilities to
accept digital payment.
Doshi said that no memoranda or ‘avedan patra’ would be
submitted.
Farmers led by party leaders
and workers would organise sitins in front of all the 33 district

collectorates with placards and
posters to demand agriculture
loan waiver, adequate MSP, eight
hour regular power supply for
agriculture and other issues.
Addressing issues plaguing
the milk producers, he said that
policies of cooperative milk
unions had adversely affected
the milk producers.
Doshi alleged that milk
unions had reduced the price of
milk by Rs 70 per kg of fat over
the last three months causing financial losses to milk producers.
He accused the state government and the BJP for this reduction in prices as out of 18 milk
unions, 16 are under control of
BJP, besides Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federation,
which is also headed by a BJP
leader. “The BJP government, both
at the centre and in the state,
seem to be interested in finishing
agriculture and animal husbandry in the country iftheir agriculture policies are any indication,” Doshi said.
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